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gobby Baﬁ(er Link With ﬁuan Bosch

4 By David Kraslow
L.A. Times Special
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WASHINGTON—The Cen-
al Intelligence Agency re-
bricd fasy March that former
Fnate majority ‘seerciary Bob-
Baker may have been work-
a with financial backers- of
i Bosch, forner pu.sidgm
of the Dmmmmn chuhllc \
This was Jearned Thursday
flom secret estimony taken by
the Senale Forcign Relations
(prumittee last July during its
vestigation of U.S. interven-
ipn- in the Dominican rebel-
lipn.
Testimony of CIA Direcior
illiam. F. Raborn, Underscc.:
State Thomas C. Mann and!
her  admipistration /
ILis classified as secrel. d
The  testimony covered a
Mde range of U.S.
d]plomatic, intelligence and ec-
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officials]

military, |

opomic involvement in the Do- |
winican Republic before andy:

nfo the hearings by Sen.
Bourke B. Hickenlooper (R-
owa), who asked Mann if he
pad any knowledge that Baker
vas  “working in collabora-
ion” with Dicgo Bordas -and
Jose Benitez, friends of Baker
vho reportedly were helping to
"inance Bosch.

“This informatjon, I think,”
Manie said, “is. included in a
CTA report dated the 18th of
March, 1965 . . . [ have no
knowledge except ‘what is cun-
ajned in Lhis report.”
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afier_a~cOUp" was launched on }
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Cwas not g Communist,
Bosch, deposed in a blood- ! said  the  United Statgs | had‘
ess coup in 1963, was in exile | Iearncd
n_I Puerto Rico at the ume or ! madL 4

Bosch has since rcturned to
the Dominican Republic and is
cxpeered to seck the presiden-
cy when clections are sched-
uled.

It is clear from the testi-
mony that the Johnson admin-
istratioir opposed the rebels
fighting under the Bosch ban-

qer and the return of Bosch to

power because- of fear thai- a
rebel | victory could result in
“another Cuba.™” )
Munn Bosch
But he

estined  that

Bosch  nad \Lulclly
polmca] d“uln(.b 01

-

£

convenience”  wilh

'Apm % agalst 1NC  Tegime | e le\ Teport.  The  coup three Dio-
pf Donald Rcid Cabral. against Reid Cabral® was| minican Comununist partics—
Baker's name was brought | launched in Bosch’s name. | gne oriented to Havana. an-

other to Moscow and a third
to Peking. .
" Hickenlooper asked Mann
about a report that Bosch, pri-
or to the coup. had been “get-
ting excellent financial support
from different quarters in or-
der to consolidate the PRD
{the leftist but non-Communist
Domninican Revotutionary Par-
ty) in his leadership.”
Among the conuibutions,
Hickenlooper said, were $10,-
000 on March 12 and $50,000
fater from Bordas, a Domini-
can promoicr-husinessman,

“IostA_Bcnuv'/,.. a4 Paerio l",ii,!
can millionaire,” chkenlooper,,

said, “is one of the other con-
tributors, and Bobby Gene |
Baker, former secretary of the
JU.S. Senate majarity, a good .

; friend of Bordas and Benitez)

i who share business interests.
‘Do you know anything about'
- that allegation and those con-’
. tributions?” :

; report o this effect,”
said.

!

“We know there is a ClA:
Mann.

A Jose Benitez of Puerto
Rico testified during the Senate .
Rules Commitice’s investiga-
iion of Baker’s financial deal-:
mnf% i

Baker resigned under fire as‘l
sccretary to Scnate Democrats!

( in October, 1963, ]ust before
\the rules committee inquiry be-

gan. Benitez, a political oper-|

{ktor in Puerto Rico, resigncd'

is Interior Departmcnt post)
+ quring the investigation, He h: »d
heen comunissioner of (he (1.8
ctrust terrtory in the P.nulmf

The inquiry disclosed  that
Benitez and Buker were part-
ners in a deal to import meat
from Haiii 10 Puerto Rico and
the Unned States.
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